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Phylum Coelenterata or Cnidaria (Precambrian – Recent)

The phylum Cnidaria includes corals that occur as colonial corals and as solitary corals.  In the colonial corals, numerous polyps (individual animals) construct and inhabit a common skeleton, whereas in the solitary corals each polyp constructs his own individual skeleton.  In either case, each polyp’s “house” (or corallite) may be partitioned radially by septa, or transversely by tabulae.  Corals grow attached to the sea floor, and many have been, and continue to be, important reef builders.  Floating members of the Coelenterata, such as jellyfish, are extremely rare in the fossil record (Fossils of Arkansas).

Solitary corals are present in Mississippian formations in north Arkansas. 
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       Solitary rugose corals from the Pitkin Limestone.  Scale in centimeters.
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                  Solitary rugose coral in the Boone Limestone, NW Arkansas.
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           Solitary rugose coral from the Boone Formation northwest Arkansas.

*Top drawings from Fossils of Arkansas, Tom Freeman.
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